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Summary 
 

This report contains information about the persistence and graduation rates of Central Michigan 
University On‐campus First‐Time Freshmen entering CMU in the fall semesters between 1999 and 2008.  
The major findings are:  
 

o Approximately 86% of first‐time freshmen entering CMU in the fall semesters of 2006, 2007, and 
2008 with ACT composite scores 28 or greater began their second year at CMU. In comparison, 
77% of first‐time freshmen with ACT of 22 or 23 (median ACT = 22) continued to their second 
year.  
 

 
 

o About 82% of first‐time freshmen student athletes entering CMU in the fall semesters of 2006, 
2007, and 2008 began their second year at CMU.  While 76% of non‐student athletes continued 
to their second year. 
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o On average, persistence rates of In‐State first‐time freshmen are higher than persistence rates of 
Out‐of‐State students. 
 

 
 

o Of a typical first‐time freshmen class scoring 22 or 23 (median ACT = 22) on the ACT, about 62% 
graduate from CMU within seven years. About 57% of first‐time freshmen scoring 18 or 19 on 
the ACT will graduate within seven years. 
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o For CMU's first‐time freshmen, student athletes are more likely to graduate than non‐student 
athletes in seven years or less. However, non‐student athletes are more likely than student 
athletes to graduate in four years or less (see Table 2B). 

 

 
 

o On average, Out‐of‐State first‐time freshmen have a four year or less graduation rate of 20% 
compared to 19% for In‐State students (see Table 2C). Conversely, nearly 60% of In‐State 
students entering CMU in the fall semesters of 2006, 2007, and 2008 graduated in seven years 
or less while about 52% of Out‐of‐State students finished in the same time period. 
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Introduction 

 
The Office of Institutional Research conducts an on‐going study of persistence and graduation rates of 
on‐campus undergraduate students at Central Michigan University titled “Persistence and Graduation 
Rates of CMU On‐campus First‐time Freshmen.” This report provides supplemental retention and 
graduation rate statistics for first‐time freshmen with breakdowns for ACT composite score, student 
athletes and non‐student athletes, In‐State students (based on county of origin) and Out‐of‐State 
students. 
  
For this study, ACT composite score groups where defined using all scores for each first‐time freshmen 
cohorts included in the study. Approximately 97.5% of first‐time freshmen in the 2006, 2007, and 2008 
cohorts combined submitted ACT scores upon admission. Weighted means for the last three years have 
been calculated for persistence and graduation rates to add stability to subgroups where the number of 
students is small. Also, for this study, a student is defined as having persisted into a given semester if he 
or she attended CMU during that semester or had previously graduated from CMU with a baccalaureate 
degree. Non‐persisters include transfers (students who have transferred to other colleges/universities), 
stopouts (those who have dropped out temporarily and who will return to college in the future), and 
dropouts (those who no longer will continue with their education). 

 
 

Tables: the following are persistence and graduation rate tables for first‐time student cohorts. 
 

http://www.ires2.cmich.edu/graduation/ftiacs_persistence_graduation_2009.pdf


Table 1A
First‐Time Freshman Persistence Rates
By ACT Composite Score and Entry Year

ACT <= 17 Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 327 69% 58% 51% 48% 44% 45%
2000 326 71% 57% 55% 51% 49% 48%
2001 294 66% 55% 54% 51% 48% 47%
2002 299 77% 64% 57% 56% 52% 53%
2003 320 70% 55% 51% 48% 43% 44%
2004 400 70% 59% 52% 48% 46%
2005 347 63% 50% 46% 44%
2006 259 71% 54% 50%
2007 199 67% 55%
2008 216 72%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 70% 52% 49% 46% 47% 48%

ACT 18‐19 Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 544 76% 67% 64% 59% 55% 57%
2000 502 80% 70% 64% 61% 59% 58%
2001 511 77% 65% 63% 61% 58% 59%
2002 538 73% 64% 59% 56% 55% 55%
2003 574 74% 66% 62% 58% 57% 57%
2004 576 73% 62% 56% 54% 51%
2005 669 75% 63% 60% 55%
2006 652 73% 64% 59%
2007 627 73% 63%
2008 555 71%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 73% 63% 59% 56% 54% 57%

ACT 20‐21 Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 643 75% 66% 61% 57% 56% 56%
2000 671 78% 68% 62% 62% 60% 60%
2001 704 79% 70% 68% 62% 63% 63%
2002 672 77% 67% 62% 59% 59% 61%
2003 744 78% 67% 65% 62% 60% 61%
2004 805 76% 67% 60% 56% 55%
2005 810 77% 65% 63% 60%
2006 905 75% 67% 63%
2007 864 76% 67%
2008 963 76%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 76% 66% 62% 59% 58% 61%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University 10/21/2009



Table 1A
First‐Time Freshman Persistence Rates
By ACT Composite Score and Entry Year

ACT 22‐23 Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 657 79% 70% 67% 63% 62% 63%
2000 698 78% 67% 64% 63% 62% 63%
2001 772 79% 70% 66% 62% 60% 60%
2002 727 79% 72% 68% 65% 64% 64%
2003 716 79% 70% 67% 64% 61% 62%
2004 727 80% 71% 66% 62% 59%
2005 692 74% 65% 61% 57%
2006 724 76% 69% 65%
2007 793 78% 68%
2008 871 77%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 77% 68% 64% 61% 61% 62%

ACT 24‐25 Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 514 82% 72% 68% 66% 65% 65%
2000 571 85% 76% 72% 69% 67% 66%
2001 566 79% 70% 66% 62% 63% 64%
2002 554 79% 71% 66% 64% 63% 63%
2003 569 82% 72% 69% 66% 65% 65%
2004 517 82% 73% 69% 66% 64%
2005 548 81% 70% 67% 67%
2006 541 77% 69% 68%
2007 562 81% 73%
2008 584 79%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 79% 71% 68% 66% 64% 64%

ACT 26‐27 Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 338 85% 72% 68% 66% 66% 65%
2000 348 81% 70% 68% 65% 64% 64%
2001 335 80% 71% 67% 64% 63% 63%
2002 364 80% 73% 69% 67% 66% 67%
2003 318 83% 77% 71% 67% 65% 66%
2004 315 80% 72% 66% 65% 65%
2005 315 83% 72% 69% 67%
2006 354 84% 75% 72%
2007 341 80% 75%
2008 345 78%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 81% 74% 69% 66% 65% 65%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University 10/21/2009



Table 1A
First‐Time Freshman Persistence Rates
By ACT Composite Score and Entry Year

ACT >= 28 Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 200 87% 79% 78% 78% 75% 75%
2000 254 85% 78% 72% 72% 70% 71%
2001 226 84% 78% 75% 76% 74% 75%
2002 256 83% 73% 71% 69% 69% 69%
2003 256 91% 84% 81% 79% 77% 79%
2004 246 89% 83% 82% 78% 76%
2005 225 84% 78% 73% 71%
2006 252 84% 78% 77%
2007 278 90% 82%
2008 249 83%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 86% 80% 77% 76% 74% 74%

No ACT Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 163 65% 47% 43% 37% 34% 34%
2000 163 61% 49% 45% 42% 41% 40%
2001 199 68% 53% 49% 44% 46% 44%
2002 143 66% 57% 53% 46% 48% 48%
2003 126 62% 52% 47% 48% 41% 44%
2004 155 59% 47% 46% 40% 40%
2005 112 64% 55% 50% 47%
2006 102 63% 54% 49%
2007 107 68% 54%
2008 81 62%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 64% 55% 48% 45% 43% 45%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University 10/21/2009



Table 1B
First‐Time Freshman Persistence Rates
By Student Athlete Status and Entry Year

Student Athletes Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 116 91% 83% 81% 72% 70% 70%
2000 136 85% 79% 74% 70% 66% 68%
2001 108 90% 81% 77% 68% 69% 69%
2002 104 89% 76% 63% 60% 59% 59%
2003 124 81% 69% 63% 59% 56% 58%
2004 107 89% 72% 64% 60% 56%
2005 120 79% 72% 69% 67%
2006 116 85% 78% 72%
2007 118 81% 71%
2008 125 82%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 82% 73% 68% 62% 57% 62%

Non‐Athletes Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 3,270 77% 67% 63% 60% 58% 58%
2000 3,397 78% 68% 64% 62% 60% 60%
2001 3,499 77% 67% 64% 61% 60% 60%
2002 3,449 77% 68% 64% 61% 60% 61%
2003 3,499 78% 69% 65% 62% 60% 61%
2004 3,634 77% 67% 62% 59% 57%
2005 3,598 76% 65% 62% 59%
2006 3,673 76% 67% 64%
2007 3,653 77% 68%
2008 3,739 76%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 76% 67% 63% 60% 59% 61%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University 10/21/2009



Table 1C
First‐Time Freshman Persistence Rates

By In‐State Status and Entry Year

In‐State Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 3,213 78% 68% 64% 60% 59% 59%
2000 3,417 79% 69% 64% 62% 61% 61%
2001 3,469 78% 68% 65% 62% 61% 61%
2002 3,446 77% 68% 64% 61% 60% 61%
2003 3,520 78% 69% 66% 63% 60% 61%
2004 3,646 77% 68% 63% 59% 57%
2005 3,621 76% 65% 62% 59%
2006 3,683 76% 67% 64%
2007 3,651 78% 69%
2008 3,745 76%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 77% 67% 63% 60% 59% 61%

Out‐of‐State Percent Persisting into Fall of Year

Fall Entrance Class Size 2 3 4 5 6 7
1999 173 72% 67% 63% 57% 56% 56%
2000 116 67% 61% 55% 53% 51% 50%
2001 138 65% 56% 49% 46% 46% 46%
2002 107 83% 70% 62% 60% 59% 63%
2003 103 71% 58% 55% 53% 50% 52%
2004 95 72% 58% 55% 52% 47%
2005 97 73% 58% 54% 53%
2006 106 81% 74% 68%
2007 120 67% 55%
2008 119 71%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 73% 62% 59% 53% 52% 53%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University 10/21/2009



Table 2A
 First‐Time Freshman Graduation Rates
By ACT Composite Score and Entry Year

ACT <= 17 Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 327 2% 12% 22% 33% 39% 43% 43% 44%
2000 326 0% 10% 20% 34% 41% 45% 45% 48%
2001 294 1% 11% 18% 34% 40% 43% 45% 47%
2002 299 1% 8% 18% 34% 42% 49% 51% 53%
2003 320 1% 11% 20% 32% 37% 40%
2004 400 1% 9% 18% 31%
2005 347 1% 10%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 1% 10% 19% 32% 40% 44% 47% 49%

ACT 18‐19 Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 544 1% 16% 26% 43% 48% 52% 54% 55%
2000 502 1% 15% 26% 44% 50% 54% 56% 58%
2001 511 1% 15% 25% 41% 48% 54% 57% 58%
2002 538 1% 15% 27% 41% 45% 51% 53% 54%
2003 574 1% 15% 28% 43% 49% 54%
2004 576 0% 12% 22% 37%
2005 669 0% 13%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 1% 13% 25% 40% 47% 53% 55% 57%

ACT 20‐21 Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 643 1% 17% 28% 42% 47% 53% 54% 55%
2000 671 0% 20% 28% 43% 51% 56% 58% 59%
2001 704 1% 17% 27% 47% 53% 59% 60% 62%
2002 672 2% 19% 31% 44% 52% 56% 58% 59%
2003 744 1% 16% 28% 44% 51% 56%
2004 805 1% 16% 29% 42%
2005 810 2% 17%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 1% 17% 29% 43% 52% 57% 59% 60%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University

Students graduating in N.5 years are December graduates.
Students graduating in whole years are May or August graduates. 10/21/2009



Table 2A
 First‐Time Freshman Graduation Rates
By ACT Composite Score and Entry Year

ACT 22‐23 Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 657 3% 23% 34% 50% 55% 59% 61% 62%
2000 698 2% 22% 33% 51% 57% 60% 61% 62%
2001 772 1% 20% 33% 47% 52% 57% 58% 60%
2002 727 2% 21% 34% 50% 58% 61% 63% 64%
2003 716 2% 24% 34% 50% 56% 59%
2004 727 2% 19% 30% 48%
2005 692 2% 17%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 2% 20% 33% 49% 55% 59% 60% 62%

ACT 24‐25 Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 514 3% 28% 37% 53% 58% 62% 63% 64%
2000 571 3% 26% 36% 55% 60% 63% 65% 66%
2001 566 3% 22% 36% 54% 59% 62% 63% 64%
2002 554 3% 25% 37% 52% 57% 60% 62% 63%
2003 569 2% 24% 36% 52% 58% 62%
2004 517 3% 23% 36% 52%
2005 548 2% 23%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 3% 24% 36% 52% 58% 61% 63% 64%

ACT 26‐27 Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 338 3% 26% 38% 53% 58% 63% 64% 64%
2000 348 3% 25% 35% 53% 57% 62% 62% 63%
2001 335 3% 24% 33% 49% 55% 60% 61% 63%
2002 364 3% 28% 36% 54% 60% 64% 65% 67%
2003 318 4% 27% 38% 54% 58% 61%
2004 315 3% 28% 37% 55%
2005 315 1% 25%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 3% 27% 37% 54% 57% 62% 63% 64%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University

Students graduating in N.5 years are December graduates.
Students graduating in whole years are May or August graduates. 10/21/2009



Table 2A
 First‐Time Freshman Graduation Rates
By ACT Composite Score and Entry Year

ACT >=28 Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 200 4% 35% 45% 61% 67% 71% 73% 74%
2000 254 5% 35% 45% 59% 65% 67% 67% 69%
2001 226 6% 39% 49% 65% 70% 72% 72% 73%
2002 256 4% 32% 44% 57% 62% 67% 67% 68%
2003 256 3% 41% 51% 65% 71% 76%
2004 246 6% 43% 52% 71%
2005 225 4% 37%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 4% 40% 49% 64% 67% 72% 69% 70%

No ACT Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 163 2% 10% 15% 25% 28% 31% 32% 33%
2000 163 2% 16% 21% 33% 36% 38% 39% 39%
2001 199 1% 12% 23% 39% 41% 44% 45% 45%
2002 143 1% 19% 29% 36% 40% 43% 44% 46%
2003 126 1% 14% 21% 34% 40% 41%
2004 155 3% 14% 22% 32%
2005 112 1% 10%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 2% 13% 24% 34% 40% 43% 43% 43%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University

Students graduating in N.5 years are December graduates.
Students graduating in whole years are May or August graduates. 10/21/2009



Table 2B
 First‐Time Freshman Graduation Rates
By Student Athlete Status and Entry Year

Student Athletes Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 116 1% 22% 29% 57% 66% 69% 69% 70%
2000 136 4% 18% 24% 50% 63% 67% 68% 68%
2001 108 1% 17% 26% 53% 63% 69% 69% 70%
2002 104 0% 14% 32% 48% 55% 57% 57% 58%
2003 124 1% 12% 23% 49% 55% 57%
2004 107 1% 14% 25% 51%
2005 120 0% 22%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 1% 16% 26% 49% 57% 61% 65% 66%

Non‐Athletes Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 3,270 2% 21% 31% 46% 51% 55% 56% 57%
2000 3,397 2% 21% 31% 47% 53% 57% 58% 59%
2001 3,499 2% 20% 31% 47% 52% 57% 58% 59%
2002 3,449 2% 21% 32% 47% 53% 57% 59% 60%
2003 3,499 2% 21% 32% 47% 53% 57%
2004 3,634 2% 19% 30% 45%
2005 3,598 2% 18%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 2% 19% 31% 46% 53% 57% 58% 60%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University

Students graduating in N.5 years are December graduates.
Students graduating in whole years are May or August graduates. 10/21/2009



Table 2C
 First‐Time Freshman Graduation Rates

By In‐State Status and Entry Year

In‐State Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 3,213 2% 21% 31% 46% 51% 55% 57% 58%
2000 3,417 2% 21% 31% 48% 54% 57% 59% 60%
2001 3,469 2% 19% 30% 47% 53% 58% 59% 60%
2002 3,446 2% 21% 32% 47% 53% 57% 59% 60%
2003 3,520 2% 21% 32% 47% 53% 57%
2004 3,646 2% 19% 30% 45%
2005 3,621 2% 18%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 2% 19% 31% 46% 53% 57% 59% 60%

Out‐of‐State Percent Graduated in

Fall Entrance Class Size
3.5 Yrs or 

Less
4 Yrs or 
Less

4.5 Yrs or 
Less

5 Yrs or 
Less

5.5 Yrs or 
Less

6 Yrs or 
Less

6.5 Yrs or 
Less

7 Yrs or 
Less

1999 173 1% 23% 32% 47% 50% 54% 56% 56%
2000 116 2% 26% 31% 44% 47% 49% 51% 51%
2001 138 1% 27% 35% 41% 45% 46% 46% 46%
2002 107 1% 26% 40% 53% 58% 60% 61% 61%
2003 103 2% 18% 27% 41% 46% 49%
2004 95 3% 22% 34% 47%
2005 97 1% 19%

Mean of Last 3 
Years 2% 20% 34% 47% 49% 51% 52% 52%

Office of Institutional Research
Central Michigan University

Students graduating in N.5 years are December graduates.
Students graduating in whole years are May or August graduates. 10/21/2009
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